
            UCLA VRP Analysis of Texas Redistricting Map 
 

Senior Data Scientist: Michael Rios 
Data Science Fellow: Emma Kim 

 
Statistical models show Hispanic and Black voters are unified in their candidates of choice 
But new maps place minority voters in districts where Whites bloc-vote against their candidates 
 
During the current debate over Texas districts some analysts and legislators have commented 
that Black and especially Hispanic voters are now shifting Republican and this was a basis for 
drawing new safe-Republican districts with sizable minority populations.  However, federal law 
prohibits purposefully drawing large populations of Black and Hispanic voters into districts in 
which their preferred candidate loses.  This is referred to as vote dilution.  Prudent map drawers 
determine the candidates of choice for various racial and ethnic groups to ensure their map 
does not result in vote dilution.  To assess whether or not minority and White voters in Texas 
have the same, or different, “candidates of choice,” we used the latest Texas map shapefiles for 
Plan C2333 to examine the newly configured districts and how Whites and Minorities voted in 
recent elections. 
 
We relied on the same methodology - Ecological Inference - that Federal courts require in VRA 
litigation to assess minority voting patterns, and we downloaded shapefiles, election results, and 
racial characteristics directly from the Texas Legislative Council (TLC) website. 
​
Our analysis focuses on two of the “new” Republican districts created in the latest map in Dallas 
(CD 9) and San Antonio (CD 35) which previously elected Democrats.  Across both of these 
districts we find strong, statistical evidence that Hispanic and Black voters continue to side with 
Democrats as their candidates of choice while Whites vote in the opposite direction for 
Republicans.  The result is that large numbers of Black and Hispanic voters are being placed in 
new districts in which their preferred candidate can not win and their votes are being diluted.  
 
In the tables below, we report the results of King’s EI and EI RxC, two regression models that 
use official election results and Census CVAP racial data to predict voting patterns. The 
statistical models show that whether we analyze Whites versus non-Whites, or whether we 
detail estimates for Blacks and Hispanics, the results are the same: minority voters in Texas, 
especially in Dallas and San Antonio, are unified in support of Democratic candidates. 
 
 

- - - - - Tables on following page - - - - -  
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Ecological Inference Analysis 
 

Table 1: CD9 - Houston area (Al Green) 

Year Office Candidate White -  
EI 

Non-White 
- EI  White - 

RxC 
Non-White 

RxC 

2024 

President 
Trump 94.16 35.69  93.09 36.45 

Harris 5.82 64.36  6.91 63.55 

U.S. 
Senate 

Cruz 93.08 29.35  92.44 29.75 

Allred 7.00 70.70  7.56 70.25 

2022 

Attorney 
General 

Paxton 94.35 28.67  94.33 28.66 

Garza 5.62 71.31  5.67 71.34 

Governor 
Abbott 94.29 28.49  94.36 28.44 

O'Rourke 5.68 71.48  5.64 71.56 

 
 
 

Table 2: CD35 - San Antonio area (Greg Casar) 

Year Office Candidate White -  
EI 

Non-White 
- EI  White - 

RxC 
Non-White 

- RxC 

2024 

President 
Trump 83.95 33.21  83.56 33.53 

Harris 15.71 66.99  16.44 66.47 

U.S. 
Senate 

Cruz 83.51 27.33  82.55 28.18 

Allred 16.31 72.66  17.45 71.82 

2022 

Attorney 
General 

Paxton 87.67 26.34  86.52 27.33 

Garza 12.29 73.53  13.48 72.67 

Governor 
Abbott 88.09 26.07  87.30 26.75 

O'Rourke 12.07 73.90  12.70 73.25 
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Table 3: CD9 - Houston area (Al Green) 

Year Office Candidate White - 
EI 

Latino - 
EI 

Black -  
EI  White - 

RxC 
Latino - 

RxC 
Black - 

RxC 

2024 

President 
Trump 94.15 38.09 23.01  93.90 39.02 23.40 

Harris 5.85 61.99 76.86  6.10 60.98 76.60 

U.S. 
Senate 

Cruz 92.95 29.89 21.13  92.67 31.66 21.48 

Allred 6.96 69.68 78.66  7.33 68.34 78.52 

2022 

Attorney 
General 

Paxton 94.39 25.94 18.49  94.08 29.01 23.15 

Garza 5.59 73.98 81.45  5.92 70.99 76.85 

Governor 
Abbott 94.39 25.75 17.29  94.15 28.51 22.95 

O'Rourke 5.70 74.17 82.13  5.85 71.49 77.05 

 
 
 

Table 4: CD35 - San Antonio area (Greg Casar) 

Year Office Candidate White - 
EI 

Latino - 
EI 

Black - 
EI  White - 

RxC 
Latino - 

RxC 
Black - 

RxC 

2024 

President 
Trump 83.98 35.47 29.29  83.79 36.04 17.25 

Harris 15.55 64.73 70.32  16.21 63.96 82.75 

U.S. 
Senate 

Cruz 83.80 28.99 28.36  82.28 30.40 16.42 

Allred 16.42 71.13 72.19  17.72 69.60 83.58 

2022 

Attorney 
General 

Paxton 87.99 26.21 24.94  86.15 28.99 18.83 

Garza 12.18 73.95 76.75  13.85 71.01 81.17 

Governor 
Abbott 88.29 26.07 24.91  86.85 28.65 17.15 

O'Rourke 11.75 74.02 76.15  13.15 71.35 82.85 

 
 


