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● Signature verification is a 
discretionary  process that 
looks different from state 
to state.
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voting rights = Racial 
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● Local partisanship?
● Political competitiveness?
● Some other contextual factor?



How Can Racial Bias Be Facilitated/Managed Across Partisan 
Lines?
● Training materials (or lack thereof)

○ Republican led counties plausibly have training materials that:
■ Emphasize fraud
■ Do not mention the role of implicit bias

● Hiring practices
○ Republican led counties plausibly hire/appoint election officials with ulterior motives

■ Poll workers 
■ Election Judges/Observers
■ Canvassing Review Board



How Partisan is Signature Matching?

“A substantial & very effective Republican Coordinated Election Integrity program 
resulting with lots of Republican paid Election Judges & trained Observers & 

extremely significant continued Court Litigation.”



California as a Case Study

Data: California voter file from Nov. 2022 including ballot rejection information. 

● Bayesian Improved Surname Geocoding was used to estimate race/ethnicity of voters. 
● Racial estimates were collapsed/summed at the county level to calculate ballot 

rejection rates for each racial group.  

Data to merge: Election results, partisanship of local election officials, other institutional 
contexts. 
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What makes California different from Florida, Georgia, 
and Washington? 

● Experience with VBM systems?
● California Elections Code?
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