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About the Berkeley IGS Poll’s April 2026 Survey

Auspices: Statewide survey of California registered voters conducted April 9-18 by the
University of California, Berkeley’s Institute of Governmental Studies (IGS).

Methodology: Self-administered surveys completed online in English, Spanish,
Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean, by distributing email invitations to stratified
random samples of registered voters whose email address was included on the
California voter rolls with a link to the IGS website, where the survey is housed. Email
and text follow-ups were sent to non-responding voters.

Sample size: A total of 5,962 California registered voters participated statewide.

Weighting: Weights were applied using statistical raking procedures to align the
sample to known population characteristics of the registered voters statewide and
within major regions of the state.



Lo

BERKELEY IGS Section 1:
INSTITUTE OF GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES Vote r CO n Ce rn s



View of democracy in the United States today?
California Registered Voters, April 2026

B Under attack Being tested B Not in danger
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Which of are responsible for creating threats to democracy today?

(among the 68% who believe democracy is under attack)

Special interests and big money 82

President Trump 78

Congressional Democrats _ 34

Voting machines manipulated

Voter fraud, ineligible voters
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Pose a threat to equitable democracy in California

B Major M Somewhat ® Not problem

80

Latino, Black, Asian, and American Indian voters voting
at much lower rates than whites

Efforts to supress, intimidate and disenfranchise voters

Attempts by the Federal Government and FBI to
interfere in elections in California

)
60

43

People who are not eligible to vote are voting illegally 34 ] 49
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Louisiana v. Callais 2026

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 provided voters with strong
protections against voting discrimination and unequal access to
the ballot among voters of color. Over the past 15 years the
United States Supreme Court has issued rulings that have rolled
back some of these protections and is currently considering
another case that could roll back these protections further.

Do you support or oppose the Supreme Court’s acting to
further limit the provisions of the Voting Rights Act?
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Do you support or oppose the Supreme Court’s acting to further
limit the provisions of the Voting Rights Act?

B Support W Oppose
White 18 68
Black 19 73
Democrat 8 86
Republican 47 25
NPP / Oth 17 67
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Do you support or oppose taking steps to strengthen
democracy and voting rights in California?

W Support
All CA Voters
White
Latino

Black
Democrat
Republican Strongly 58 75

NPP / Oth

7 Berkeley IGS Poll April 2026, n=5,962 CA Reg voters +/- 1.3%

H Oppose
86 U
87 6

AP

84 6

Q Voting Rights
senceLevics o Bakaketal] Project



Do you support or oppose taking steps to strengthen
democracy and voting rights in California?

W Support H Oppose

Expanding voter outreach to encourage participation
among under-represented groups, such as young adults, 74 20
people of color, and voters with limited English

Funding resources to community organizations and non-
partisan groups to provide info and resources alerting 64 27
voters of election day and options for returning their ballot

Creation of a state funded “democracy fund” to support
election offices, translate materials, expand access to 61 31
voting, and fund community groups voter education
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Do you support or oppose the Federal Voting Rights, enacted in
1965 to reduce racial discrimination in voting and ensure all
citizens have the right to vote regardless of race?

W Support W Oppose
All CA Voters

White p)
Latino 90

AAPI 90

Black 5

Democrat 961
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Would you support or oppose California expanding its own
Voting Rights Act to guarantee that state voters are guaranteed
protections included in the Federal Voting Right Act?

W Strongly support Support M No opinion M®Oppose M Strongly oppose

All CA Voters
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Please indicate if you agree or disagree with each proposals
related to voting regulations and protections

When considering changes to voting laws, discrimination against voters
because of their race, ethnicity or religion should be prohibited

Voters should be notified if their signature on their mail ballot looks
different to enable the voter to verify that their signature is real

Local governments with a past of racial discrimination should be required to
prove that new changes do not discriminate before they go into effect

Californians should be given the tools to challenge in state court any law
that has the effect of reducing or suppressing voter turnout in elections

Reducing the number of local polling places in heavily ethnic communities is
a form of voter suppression and should not be allowed

Voters in communities with a minimum number of limited English speakers
should be allowed to receive voting materials in their preferred language

The Federal government and FBI should not be given access to or attempt to
purge voters from California’s voter registration rolls
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Trump v. Newsom 2026

This year President Trump is proposing to change the nation’s
election laws by imposing more restrictions that would make it
harder for some citizens to vote in the nation’s elections. In
response, Governor Newsom is proposing to pass additional

state laws that he feels will add greater protections to voting
rights.

Do you support or oppose Governor Newsom’s efforts to

counter the President’s efforts to change the nation’s election
laws?
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Do you support or oppose Governor Newsom’s efforts to counter
the President’s efforts to change the nation’s election laws?

W Support W Oppose
Aicavoters - I )
white - | ]
Latino
et I )
Black
Democrat 91 5
Republican 14 79
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Panel 2: Moderated by: Cynthia Buiza

Policy Expert Reactions »2PWy,  CALIFORNIA

to the Poll Findings k % EE&'R.%E?&E
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céHhYEENIA Panelists:
JALIFUNINIA Aaron Robertson, Catalyst

ACLU

Angelica Salceda, ACLU
Ditas Katague, The Ditas Group

Northern California
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